
Unit 7:  Executive Branch 

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Name: Executive Branch  
Pacing 3 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.GV.1.CC.B  Explain connections 
between historical context and peoples’ 
perspectives at the time. 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.D 
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about government, determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple 
points of views represented in the resource 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.A 
Analyze laws, policies, and processes to 
determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.C 

Learning Targets: 

➢ I will explain connections between 
historical context and peoples’ 

           perspectives at the time. 
 
 
 

➢ I will apply appropriate disciplinary 
lenses (concepts, knowledge, 
reasoning, tools, viewpoints) to 
explain or argue about a 
government topic in a precise or 
nuanced way, while acknowledging 
the limitations of those lenses.  
 

➢ I will use reliable and relevant 
resources to support their research. 

 
 
 
 

➢ I will analyze laws, policies, and 
processes to determine how 
governmental systems affect 
individuals and groups in society. 

 
 
 
 
 

⮚ I will explain the reasons for the 
expansion of Presidential Powers. 

9-12.GV.3.CC.C 
Trace the significant changes in roles, 
powers and size of the three branches of 
government. 
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.A 
Trace the changing power relationships 
between branches of the United States 
government over time.   
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.B 
Analyze changing ideals regarding an 
“active judiciary,” an “active legislature” 
and an “active executive branch” in United 
States government over time.   
 
9-12.GV.3.PC.B 
Evaluate the intended and unintended 
impact of government decision-making on 
individuals, groups, and society.    
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related 
to a study of government. 
 
9-12.GV.1.G.A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
about government.  
 



Analyze the unique roles and 
responsibilities of the three branches of 
government to determine how they 
function and interact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.D 
Describe and give examples of how the 
constitutional principle of checks and 
balances limits the powers of government 
and leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.E 
Analyze the causes and consequences of 

⮚ I will explain the primary 
responsibilities of the 3 branches of 
government (Executive Branch). 

⮚ I will identify and analyze  the 
various roles of the President. 

⮚ I will explain how the principle of 
checks and balances affects how 
the branches function and interact. 

⮚ I will explain the function of the 
executive departments and 
agencies. 

⮚ I will analyze how executive orders 

and executive agreements have 

expanded presidential power 

 
 
 
 

 
⮚ I will explain how the principle of 

checks and balances affects how 
the branches function and interact. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the 
legislative branch checks the other 
2 branches. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the 
executive branch checks the other 2 
branches. 

⮚  
⮚ I will describe how checks and 

balances place limits on our 
government. 

 
 
⮚ I will analyze the causes and effects 

of (specific issue). 



a specific issue tied to government as well 
as the challenges and opportunities faced 
by those trying to address the problem. 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.A 
Trace the changing power relationships 
between branches of the United States 
government over time.  
 
 

 

⮚ I will analyze the challenges and 
opportunities of addressing 
government issues. 

 
 
 
⮚  I will explain how the power of the 

executive order increased 
presidential power. 
 

⮚ I will explain how the amendments 
and Supreme Court decisions 
affected the balance of power 
among the branches. 

Big Ideas: 
 
The Executive Branch is headed 
by the president and is 
responsible for executing and 
enforcing laws, as well as serving 
as a check to the other branches 
of government. 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What are the powers and roles of the 
President and how have they 
changed over time? 
 
What are the structure and functions 
of the Executive Branch? 
 
How does the federal bureaucracy 
enforce laws and regulate 
individuals, businesses and 
communities? 

 

Vocabulary: 
chief executive 
commander in chief, 
foreign policy 
diplomacy 
chief of state 
succession 
executive orders 
executive privilege 
diplomatic recognition 
reprieve 
pardon 
amnesty 
commute 
Executive Office of the President 
chief of staff 
cabinet secretaries 
Federal bureaucracy 
Civil service 
Independent agencies 
Embassy 
Government corporation 
Spoils system 
Whistleblower 
Public policy 
Bureaucrat 
Iron triangle 



Regulatory agencies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


